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The Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries invited
delegations from eight countries to attend the Friendship Forum in Zhangjiajie,
Hunan. Smaller Forums had been held in Chongqing (2004) and in Wuhan (2006).
There were eleven members of the Delegation from Victoria, Calgary, Manitoba,
Ottawa and Toronto.

Members of the delegation outside the Bird’s Nest Stadium on a sunny afternoon in Beijing.

Rear: Bob Raeburn, Peter Larson, Fred Drewe; Front: Michael Copeland, Morag MacLellan
Gloria MacLeod, Joan Wicken, Gilliane LaPointe, Donna Lamb, Lorraine Farkas, Jim Steele

Fred Drewe (page 2), Gloria MacLeod (page 7) and Joan Wicken (page 9) have
contributed articles on the Friendship Forum and the trip itself. Peter Larson’s
article (page 4) deals with his impressions of China after 20 years and his thoughts
on Canada-China relations.



China Tour 2008
Fred Drewe

Acting FCCFA President, Manitoba CCFA President

(Thanks to all those who contributed material for me to consider in writing this
report. An especial thanks to Gloria MacLeod who may even recognize some of
her words and phrases.)

Every couple of years the Peoples Association for Friendship with Foreign
Countries of China, (CPAFFC), invites representatives from China Friendship
Associations throughout the world to visit China for a short tour. This year the
Canadian delegation was grouped with members from the United States, New
Zealand, and Australia, a few countries from the Caribbean, Granada and Jamaica,
and some from the South Pacific, Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu. We all met in
Beijing in early November, 2008, traveled to Hunan province and concluded the
tour in Shanghai. There were three days of conferences included, two days for a
Sister Cities Conference in Beijing and a one day Friendship Forum in Zhangjiajie
City, Hunan.

The Canadian delegation was made of representatives from the five cities in
Canada with Friendship with China organizations: Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg,
Calgary, and Victoria. The delegation consisted of: Gilliane Lapointe, Peter
Larson, Lorraine Farkas, and Jim Steele from Ottawa, Michael Copeland from
Toronto, Fred Drewe and Bob Raeburn from Winnipeg, Donna Lamb and Morag
MacLellan from Calgary, and Gloria MacLeod, and Joan Wicken from Victoria.

The tour began in Beijing with tourism as we visited the Olympic sites of the
Bird’s Nest stadium and Water Cube swimming pool, as well the refurbished
Forbidden City and the Great Wall.

In Beijing, we also attended a two day China International Friendship Cities
Conference. Li Jianping, Vice President CPAFFC, who hosted this forum was a
student at the University of Victoria 24 years ago. We learned a great deal about
the value of sister city relationships throughout the world. However, the chosen
form of sharing knowledge was the speech, and after two days it was difficult to
appreciate even the best speeches. We were also disappointed that no Canadian
sister cities were present. Our president at the time, Lolan Merklinger, noted this
issue in an email to Qing Boming, Director, Canadian and Oceanian Affairs, for
The Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries,
(CPAFFC). Lolan wrote that in “China - Canada, a book edited by The
Information Office of the State Council of the P.R.C.”, the “book lists 31 Chinese-
Canadian sister cities and five Chinese and Canadian provinces that are twinned
(Heilongjiang, Jilin, Hebei, Jiangsu, Guangdong)”.

Continued on page 11


